Public Health Assessment Technology Tools
(PHATT)

PROJECT SUMMARY: May 2006

PHATT is a joint project between DOH and LHJs to:

e Assess business needs of the public health system for IT tools to access,
analyze and display data for the purpose of community health assessment

e Evaluate the alignment between business needs and two existing IT tools
(Vista, EpiQMS)

e Develop recommendations for future development of IT tools to support the
community health assessment function

DOH is supporting the development of two IT tools for community health
assessment with similar functionality and intended use (Vista and EpiQMS). The
current funding environment does not allow for continued development of two IT
tools serving such similar purposes. To ensure the effective and efficient use of
scarce public health resources, DOH and LHJs have joined together to set
consensus priorities on future development of these tools.

The PHIP Key Health Indicators and Public Health Information Technology
Committees formed a joint subcommittee in 2005 to oversee this project and
develop recommendations for the future. The PHATT Advisory Committee is
composed of 17 members (9 LH], 7 DOH, and 1 UW). Members represent
assessment, IT, and senior management perspectives. The Advisory Committee
was convened in October and will meet regularly throughout the project period.

A contractor, Ross and Associates, will be used to carry out the project. Primary
objectives for the contract include:

e Identify public health’s business needs for IT tools for community health
assessment through telephone interviews with the public health workforce (in
process)

e Determine mandatory attributes of IT tools for assessment through a web
survey of the public health workforce (June 2006)

e Evaluate alignment of existing IT tools with mandatory attributes (July 2006)

e Determine cost/infrastructure requirements to align existing IT tools with
mandatory attributes (August 2006)

e Recommend a future approach to development of IT tools for community
health assessment (September 2006)

The PHATT Advisory Committee will use the contractor’s analysis to develop final
recommendations in September 2006.

For more information, contact Jennifer Tebaldi at 360-236-4225 or
jennifer.tebaldi@doh.wa.gov
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